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SBE 3 – Children in Armed Conflict 

OVERVIEW 

In this scenario based role-playing exercise, we will explore the means to effectively 
practice the concepts we have learned in LESSON 3.1: HUMAN RIGHTS. 

The intent of this training is to apply the knowledge and skills gained through the 
delivery of the lesson. The goal is to enhance your collaborative problem-solving 
capabilities and critical thinking skills in anticipation of likely situations you may 
encounter as a UN-ET member. This child protection scenario provides practical 
learning in a safe learning environment to improve readiness.   

Scenario Based Exercises or SBEs provide a SAFE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT where you 
can apply the knowledge you have learned in the UN-EP lessons.  A realistic scenario 
environment allows you to think critically and practice skills before you start your mission. 

The engagement effects are not provided because the scenario is based on an 
unplanned engagement. The recommended Engagement Effects can be found in the 
instructor notes. 

LEARNING ACTIVITY SUGGESTED TIME REQUIRED 

 

10 Minutes Introduction of activity, its intent and environment. Watch media 
report specific to CAAC. 

35 Minutes Review of the CARANA scenario specific to the SBE. 

20 Minutes Role Playing Exercise. 

20 Minutes Debrief. 

Assignment Write a CHILDREN Report. 
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POINTS TO EMPHASISE DURING THE INTRODUCTION 

Remind students of the key material on Child Protection.  
 
ALWAYS REMEMBER – If you encounter child soldiers, you need to remember he/she is 
still very much a child; someone who is vulnerable, impressionable, frequently irrational 
and worthy of protection. However, he/she is also a soldier and to deny this fact could 
be detrimental to the safety of the peacekeeper. This may cause a moral dilemma.  

 
Always remember the six Grave Violations against Children: 

 Recruitment or use of child soldiers 
 Sexual violence 
 Killing and maiming children 
 Abduction of children 
 Attacks against hospitals and schools 
 Denial of humanitarian access to children 

 
UN-EP Child Protection Dos and Don’ts 

Do – Assist, Inform, Share, and Encourage 
Don’t – Send children away, hand children over to host state army, 
underestimate your role as a role model, or use schools as bases 

 
Do No Harm Principle –The UN-EP must not do anything that will cause harm to 
individuals or communities. Harm can be both direct and indirect, and the UN-EP must 
take both of these into account in their planning as well as when advising supported 
commanders. 
 
Child Soldiers – If the child is presenting as a combatant you are obligated to disarm, 
and extricate the child to a safe location. You always have the right to act in self-
defence. Once disarmed, the child is to be treated as a victim and not a Prisoner of 
War.  

 

Absence of Adult – In the absence of a relational adult the UN-ET do have the authority 
to ask basic care questions. They should NOT engagement a child without the presence 
of Child Protection Focal Point or UNICEF personnel unless there are immediate security 
threats. Children are entitled to be informed of what is happening and what is likely to 
happen with them in the future. Do not make false promises. Be honest, respectful and 
appreciate the risks this child is taking. 
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INSTRUCTOR NOTES 

 
This package should be printed single sided and distributed as follows: 
 

 Instructor – Overview and Activity Guide 
 All Students – Scenario Overview, Checklists, UN-ET Brief and applicable 

Checklists (Reference SBE Checklist Hand-out), copies of reports and supporting 
reference materials 

 Role Players – Specific Confidential Brief(s) 
 
As this is a chance encounter, the candidates need to determine how the 
engagement relates to the Engagement Effects Table. This SBE links to the following 
Effects: 

Engagement Effects 
 EE5 – Local Nationals feel safe to remain in, or return to their homes  

 
Engagement Objectives 

 EO4 – Increase reporting of Human Rights violations particularly against 
vulnerable populations (women, children, IDPs, elders, LGBTIQ+, and people 
with disabilities) 

 
Information Requirements 

 IR1 – Pattern of life changes 
 IR2 –Presence of belligerent groups 
 IR3 –Child Protection indicators: six grave violations against children 

 
Mission Stakeholders 

 MS1 – General CARANA Populations 
 MS11 –Vulnerable populations (women, children, elders, LGBTIQ+, and 

people with disabilities) 
 
Key Messages 

 KM2 – UNAC resolve is strong and committed to the establishment of peace. 
 KM7 – Children are our future and need to be protected from violence and 

conflict 
 
If a LA is used in the SBE, you will use the mission language as the language of 
instruction. 
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CARANA SCENARIO OVERVIEW 
 
After years of violent conflict between the Caran dominated Government of CARANA 
and rebel forces, a ceasefire agreement was established and the Kalari Peace 
Agreement (KPA) was signed on 1 March 2019. 
 
The KPA was facilitated by the regional organization; the Continent Regional Coalition 
(CRC) to put a halt to the violence and pave the way for a peace process in CARANA. 
 
The KPA foresees that a United Nations mandated mission would take over from the light 
CRC observer mission in CARANA (CRCAC) to assist in overseeing and verifying the 
ceasefire as well as in the stabilization of the country. 
 
The UN Security Council in Resolution 1544 (M1 2017) authorizes the establishment of the 
United Nations Assistance Mission in Carana (UNAC) under Chapter VII of the UN Charter. 
 
More than 57% of the population in CARANA is under the age of 18.  Children in 
CARANA are some of the most vulnerable in the country. They are at risk from both 
government and rebel forces.  
 
Human rights violations against children in CARANA have been the subject of reports 
from international agencies and NGOs. The ICRC has reported on GALASI prison abuses 
that include reliable reports of children being detained with adults as well as men and 
women being held in the same facilities. Some of the women have their infants with 
them. The Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Children and Armed 
Conflict has also visited CARANA and highlighted the disturbingly large number of 
children used in combat roles by rebel elements as well as by the national army. 

 
Combattants Indépendants du Sud Carana (CISC) is an unstructured formation of 
rebels with diverse backgrounds. Some members are TATSI deserters from the CARANA 
Defence Forces (CDF), while others are refugees from the war in RIMOSA. The total 
strength is estimated to be around 3000 fighters. Public support for CISC is based mainly 
in the TATSI dominated LEPPKO Province.  With the CDF occupied with the MPC in the 
west, the LEPPKO Province has been left with minimal defences to counter rebel forces.  
 
The movement has been successful in recruiting young men, including children, to its 
cause through a combination of government anti-Muslim excesses, religious zeal, and 
the poor economic situation. The CISC is one of the main perpetrators of violence 
resulting from their poor command and control structures. The CDF and law 
enforcement agencies are also responsible for sexual violence against civilians of the 
KORI and TATSI ethnic groups. The conflict seems to have exacerbated the trafficking of 
women and children both internally and to neighbouring countries. Trafficking in 
humans is related to the trafficking of weapons and drugs, all three of which have been 
used by the warring parties to continue the conflict. 
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The refugee and IDP situation in CARANA remains unchanged from the information 
provided in the UN Country Team Report. IDPs are mainly women and their children, 
and they mostly head east to the capital and other coastal cities, where most are now 
clustered in makeshift camps and shantytowns in, or near, urban areas. The crime rate – 
murder, rape, domestic violence, and theft is extremely high in these areas.  
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INSTRUCTOR ACTIVITY GUIDELINES 

 
1. Use the first few minutes to distribute and allow the participants to read through 

the scenario background and instructions. Some notes are confidential and 
should only be seen by the role player. 
 

2. Distribute Checklists – Reference A, Reference B, Reference C, Reference E 
 

3. Divide the participants into groups of equal size. Designate in each group: 
 One person to play the role of child 
 One person to conduct the engagement and assessment 
 One person to act as a note taker 
 One person to act as the language assistant (Use of an LA is optional) 

 
NOTE: Members of the group should switch roles if a second iteration is 
conducted to ensure everyone has an opportunity to practice in an 
engagement.   
 

4. Provide each role player with their brief to give them insight into their role and/or 
character. 
 

5. Advise the groups that they may be able to find more information about the 
child protection, human trafficking, child soldiers, CISC, Southern CARANA, 
Province of LEPPKO etcetera, through open-source information. (UN-EP 
Searchable PDF) 

 

6. Ensure an instructor or candidate is appointed to observe the process. 
 

7. Allow each member to study their own brief and decide on their strategy.  
 

8. Allow the engagements to take place according to the scenario. Allow the 
scenario to run for 10 minutes. If it is not going well, allow the UN-ET 5 minutes to 
re-group and re-fresh their plan.  
 

9. Participants should, by using effective practices to deal with children and armed 
conflict, and good communication skills to collect comprehensive information, 
recognize and report on issues and provide the commander with enhanced 
situational awareness of the battalion's AO. 

 

10. Expected outcomes of the training: 
 

 Understand your mission and responsibilities as a member of the UN-ET 
including your POC mandate.  
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 Follow proper reporting procedures upon discovery of abuses towards 
children.  

 When speaking with the child be gender sensitive, be respectful, use 
effective language, body language, and active listening. 

 When speaking with the child, utilize appropriate questioning techniques for 
dealing with a minor. 

 Consider cultural and gender barriers to information gathering. 
 Ensure all observations and reporting is accurate and without bias. 
 Use the language assistant effectively (use of LA optional).  
 Identify the key issues and assess which appropriate authority(s) can action a 

response.  
 Know who key protection partners are within the force and within the wider 

UN mission. 
 Create a detailed CHILDREN Report to ensure information can be passed 

through the Chain of Command to the proper authorities. 
 

11. Debrief points for the instructor to pose to class following the SBE include (this is a 
sample of questions that can be asked. Some can be omitted and others can 
be added as required to enhance the training): 

 What are the unique considerations when encountering self-demobilizing 
child soldiers? 

 Do you have the authority to speak directly to this child? 
 What communication barriers are evident in this scenario? For example UN-ET 

members age, language and/or body language.  
 What cultural or gender factors may be related to the barrier(s)? For 

example, UN-ET members’ biases such as gender, Language, Importance of 
tradition and judging. 

 How might the barrier(s) impact trust in the Force?  
 What specific behaviours could help decrease or remove the barrier(s)? 
 Did your team understand its mission and responsibilities in responding to the 

child soldier claims? 
 Did you contact the proper authorities?  
 Was your engagement with the victim effective? Did you get the information 

needed to report? 
 What type of questions did you use to engage the victim? Open and closed 

ended, confirmation and leading questions. 
 Did your questions and engagement impact the impartiality of the reporting? 
 What would you do different if you had to engagement a child soldier like this 

again? 
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UN-ET TASK BRIEF 
 
Note: All coordination for your mission has already been completed with the UNIBAT 
HQ. 
 
Your UN-ET is on a foot patrol in LEPPKO Province. Your Battalion continues to face 
problems dealing with CISC non-state actors operating outside the bounds of the Kalari 
Agreement. These CISC members oppose the presence of UN forces in their area and 
are known to be involved in systematic sexual violence against Christian women, girls, 
and young boys in reprisal for similar and historical CDF acts against the TATSI Muslim 
population. They are also known to use child soldiers to build their force. Some child 
soldiers are poor and orphaned. They are recruited by CISC with the promise of 
protection and food.  Others are kidnapped by the rebel force and indoctrinated and 
radicalized by CISC.  
 
During your time speaking with the child, you must: 

 

 Explain to the child who you are and what you are doing.  
 Engage the child in a safe and respectful way. 
 Ensure you understand your mandate, your responsibilities, and the cultural 

context. 
 Engage the child and determine what course of action you will take and 

who you must notify. 
 Engage the child so you can try to identify key facts and indicators.  
 Use a language assistant to communicate with the child (use of LA is 

optional).   
 Write a CHILDREN report based on the information you have gained from the 

engagement. 
 

Your approach is that of a UN peacekeeper using a POC perspective.  Your task is to 
gather information that can be reported accurately without bias to authorities and your 
Chain of Command.     
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CONFIDENTIAL BRIEF – CHILD SOLDIER 

 
You are James IWU, a 13-year-old child soldier.  The CISC rebels took you from the LORA 
CAMP where your Aunt KRISTEN was caring for you. After being taken to the CISC 
training camp you were taught how to fight, shoot and indoctrinated with CISC 
radicalized beliefs.  The more the training, indoctrination and beatings continued the 
more you began to believe in the CISC cause and what they told you to fight for. 
During your training you became close with a boy, DUBAKU, who also lost his parents.   
For months you fight for the CISC until your friend DUBAKU is killed in front of you. 
Horrified by his death you start to run and do not stop for hours. When you do stop, you 
realize you are lost and do not know how to return to the CISC camp. The UNIBAT Coy 
comes across you on the road, rifle slung, you are scared of what they will do.  
 
You are initially quiet and give short answers.  The CISC employ a “buddy system” to 
ensure that no one would escape. You are quite concerned that your “buddy”, NEELO, 
will face severe repercussions and you feel you must get back to the camp, but you 
really don’t won’t to continue fighting for the CISC. If the team is not sensitive or 
respectful, your answers will remain vague.     

 
During this engagement you should:  
 

 Be compliant when asked to disarm. 
 Provide general information. If the UN-ET ask and engage effectively, 

gradually give them more detail. 
 Say that your parents remained in RIMOSA. You have not seen them in a very 

long time. 
 If asked about other children who may have been with you tell them there 

are dozens of children your age who fight with you for the CISC. If asked: 

 You think Age(s) are between 10-18.  

 Gender- both boys and girls. Girls mostly cook and clean.  

 Family/fathers name- you know DUBAKU’s father’s name is JOE. 
NEELO’s father’s name is DOUGLAS and he was a banker in 
RIMOSA before they fled to the Camp. They had lots of money in 
RIMOSA. Most of the kids there were from RIMOSA. 

 You do not know the names of the people you fought for or recruited you. 
You knew them by rank only. The boss was known as COMMANDER. The 
COMMANDER hated foreign soldiers and said they were worse than the CDF 
and the devil OGAVO. 

 You stayed close to the capital in the LEPPKO Province.  You were not 
allowed to go the city. The girls would sometimes go there.   

 Deflect any questions that you do not know with silence. Just look at the floor. 
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 You are clearly agitated.  

 You are suffering from psychological trauma.  

 You have been indoctrinated to be distrustful of CDF and UN forces. 

 

NOTE: Your responses to the UN-ET members are directly linked to the way in which they 
engage you.   
 

Any mention of negative consequences or threats towards the child soldier by 
members of the UN-ET should trigger you to run away and terminate the scenario.  
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CONFIDENTIAL BRIEF – LANGUAGE ASSISTANT  
 
You are a LEPPKO language Assistant. You are not professionally trained. You have 
some knowledge of the mission language and the local languages. You have been 
hired by the mission as a “language assistant” and were with the patrol when they 
came upon the child soldier. You are a parent yourself and you are sympathetic to the 
child. Your empathy for the child and their situation makes you prone to forgetting your 
place as the language assistant.   

 

During this engagement with the child, you should: 

  

 Translate what they say, and the UN-ET members are saying. 
 Keep eye contact with the UN-ET member and demonstrate proximity with 

them. 
 Get distracted and engage the child with questions that were not asked by 

the UN-ET member.  You will also reach out and try to touch the child’s arm as 
you speak to them.  

 When asked by the UN-ET: correct yourself and interpret as required.  
 Ensure you stop the UN-ET if they are using long sentences or are 

speaking/listening without you translating for them. 
  

Remember:  

 You have some knowledge of the mission language. 

 You understand the local language. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


