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Example - indicators 

Indicators that support a route recce  

Damaged portions of roads/asphalt/bridges. Potential obstacles, debris on roads, water flooding, fallen 
objects. 

Road blocks/ man-made or natural. 

CP established on route. 

Damaged portion of road that could cause traffic to slow down. 

Damaged portion of road that changes the traffic flow from multi-lane to single lane. 

Tracks, with raised earth steep sides. 

Track degradation. 

Obstacles forcing a SUV – MPV to divert from the amin supply route (MSR). 

Canalizing route parts: raised earth around culverts, canalizing tracks through build up areas and walled 
compounds. 

Indicators that signal armed group (AG) activities 
New camp (fenced) areas or barbed-wire surrounding new houses, new Hesco Bastions. Houses with 
guards and Hesco-Bastions. Antennas. Power generators and equipment to recharge batteries. Fuel cans 
and drums. 

Physical training areas/ shooting areas in use, signs of training in open areas/buildings. Cartridge cases. 

Signs of bonfires, litter in areas not populated.  

Markings, logos or signs that could be aligned to armed groups. Flags. 

Number of wrecked vehicles on access routes to villages. Incident sites. Signs of fighting or explosions. 
People avoiding main routes in villages. Signs of revetted (prepared) positions for ambush/attack. 

Lines of vehicles acting and driving as tactical units. 

More frequent observations on number, size, and composition of units, and time they were observed. 

Vehicles stationary on routes: cargo trucks, motorcycles gathering on route. Signs of meetings. 

Vehicles gathered and parked outside buildings, joint patrolling. 

Mounted or dismounted personnel activity along route. 

Newly tracked lanes in forest areas. 

Buildings fenced in, guarded. Vehicles, weather covers. 

Number of motorcycles driving at high speed. 
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Increase in the purchase and use of radios. 

Discovery of caches of communications equipment. 

Unusual increase in amateur radio or cellular telephone communications traffic. 

Newly installed civil antennas, fixed sites. 

Newly installed dipole antennas. 

Indicators for cross-border activities 
Evidence of increased foot traffic in the area. 

Increased travel within and into remote or isolated areas. 

Unexplained trails and cold campsites. 

Establishment of new, unexplained agricultural areas, or recently cleared fields. 

Unusual smoke, possibly indicating the presence of a campsite or a form of communication. 

Concentration of dead foliage in an area, possibly indicating use of camouflage. 

Presence of foot traps, spikes, booby traps, or improved mines along routes and trails. 

Indicators for humanitarian situation, PoC, IDP camp situation good or 
bad 
Diversion of crops or meat from markets. 

Unexplained shortages of food supplies when there are no reports of natural causes. 

Increased reports/observations of robbery of foodstuffs. 

Sudden increase in food prices, possibly indicating an opposition-levied tax. 

Unwillingness of farmers to transport food to population centers, indicating a fear of traveling MSR. 

Spot shortages of foodstuffs in specific rural areas or neighborhoods associated with a minority group or 
weaker competing interest groups, while food supplies are generally plentiful in other areas. Conversely, 
sudden local shortages of foodstuffs in rural areas may indicate the existence of an armed group 
operating in that region. 

Sudden increase of meat in markets, possibly indicating slaughtered livestock because of a lack of fodder 
to sustain them. 

Appearance of emergency relief supplies for sale in black markets, possibly indicating diversion from 
starving populations. 

Appearance of relief supplies for sale in normal markets. 

Emergence of new leaders among the population. 
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New faces in a rural community. 

Unusual gatherings among the population. 

Disruption of normal social patterns. 

Mass urban rural migration or vice versa. 

Indicators for a change in attitude against UN personnel 
Spreading accusations that the national and/or UN military and police are corrupt and out of touch with 
the people. 

Spreading accusations that UN Force personnel would introduce customs or attitudes that were 
contrary to local cultural or religious beliefs. 

Assassinations of mission, military and law enforcement officials. 

Calls for the population to cease cooperating with the UN Force and/or national military and law 
enforcement. 

Deliberate incidents to provoke mission, military or police reprisals during demonstrations or strikes. 

Widespread hostile media coverage of even minor criminal violations or incidents involving mission 
force personnel.  

Accusations of brutality or claims that mission or government forces were violent against the 
population.  

Publication of photographs portraying repressive and violent acts by UN Force or government forces. 

Refusal of businessmen and shop owners to conduct business with UN Force personnel. 

 


