
Lesson 3.5a
Introduction to Analysis of 

the Operating Environment 
(AOE)
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Series of AOE Lessons 
• Lesson 3.5a Introduction 
• Lesson 3.5b Analysis of Physical Terrain (PT)
• Combining PT factors
• Lesson 3.5d Analysis of Human Terrain
• Lesson 3.5e Analysis of Information Terrain 
• Lesson 3.5f ASCOPE – PMESII
• Lesson 3.5g Actor Evaluation
• Lesson 3.5h Situation Integration & COA Development 
• Lesson 3.5i Short SPIE and situation paragraph
• Lesson 3.5j UN MPKI support to UN MDMP 

2



Content and Learning Outcomes

• Content: AOE Introduction, Analysis of the 
Operation Environment, AOE phases 

• Describe the requisite tools and knowledge to 
analyze the operating environment 

• Explain the application of AOE in support of the 
UN Military Decision-Making Process
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Analysis of the Operation Environment 
(AOE)



• Physical terrain

• Information terrain

• Human terrain 

Operating Environment Evaluation 
(OOE)    Phase 1



Actor Evaluation (AE)     Phase 2

• All relevant actors 

• Emphases of threat groups 



ASCOPE - PMESII
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Situation Integration (SI)- Phase 3

Fusing the OEE and AE 
results

OEE



SI- COA Development- Phase 3



Lesson Take Away
• AOE is essential to the UN Military Decision-Making 

Process

• AOE is specifically adapted to UN Peacekeeping 
Operations

• AOE consists of three phases:

‒ Phase 1: OEE
‒ Phase 2: AE
‒ Phase 3: SI and COA Development
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Questions
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Learning Activity                      
Discussion of UN MPKI AOE process

Instructions:
• Explain the purpose of the AOE process.
• Explain why the UN has developed the AOE process.
• Name and briefly describe the three phases of the AOE 

process. 
Prepare to present your answers verbally in class

Time:  Approx. 10-15 minutes
Group work and Discussion in plenary
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