Learning Activity

Table Top Exercise (TTX)

Purpose: This exercise is a learning activity to consolidate the learning outcomes
and help reinforce the lecture “Take Aways"”.
Target audience: Commanding officers, staff and key personnel of the

deploying unit.

Definition: TTXs are set in an informal setting where the target audience is able to
discuss the principles and concepts of operating in a United Nations
Peacekeeping operation using the hypothetical, CARANA scenarios and unit
specific situations. This TTX is based on a modified Course of Action (COA)
development process with a set of criteria for analysis based on United Nations
integration. This exercise is used to help reinforce the learning objectives. More
importantly, this TTX helps participants to better understand the manifestation of
integrating units in a peacekeeping environment. Also, it can be a learning
activity that reinforces and helps TCCs, prior to deployment, make adjustments
to their current planning, policies, procedures, training, logistics, resources, and
command and control. The effectiveness of a TTX is derived from the energetic
involvement of participants and their assessment of recommended revisions to
the COAs that may affect current policies, procedures, and plans to be able to

operate effectively / efficiently in a UN peacekeeping environment.
Methodology:

Participants are encouraged to discuss issues in depth through a slow-paced

problem solving methodology, rather than the rapid, spontaneous decision



making or a long drawn out detailed orders development drill. Instead the TTX is
a modified Course of Action (COA) development process. Using their national
problem solving doctrine, methodology, the military decision making process
(MDMP), troop leading procedure (TLP), analyze the situation / scenarios, mission
/ tasks, and present an analysis of COAs to be executed in a UN peacekeeping

operation.

Additionally, injects “what if” drills and brain storming potential incidents that
may occur during the mission in order for the leadership and staff to be ready to
respond and take corrective actions. The effectiveness of a TTX is derived from
the active involvement of participants and their assessment of possible
adjustments and revisions to their current procedures and plans to one that

might be tailored to a peacekeeping environment.

Facilitators/ Instructors / Mentors: Under the guidance of experienced
instructors and mentors the participants will facilitate the process and discussions
of the suitability, flexibility, advantages, and disadvantages of the COAs and the
potential issues. Instructors should highlight the adequacy of the core elements
of the COAs in support of peacekeeping operations and if need be assist the
participants in bridging any gaps in this transition from a national standard
military operations toward a peacekeeping operations and peacekeeping

environment. Responsibilities:

* Do not act as a lecturer, but as a guide, oversee knowledge sharing
* Record all ideas / key points without judgment

* Try to generate solutions by the participants

* Encouraged conftributions by all members (not just senior officers)

* |dentify ideas that can be combined

* Review, vet, and prioritize ideas with participants



* As an experienced peacekeeper help bring out or share knowledge and

lessons learned without driving a particular solution

* Conduct an orientation upfront with the participants that covers: overall aim,
objectives, outcomes, requirements, methodology, constraints, fimeline, rules

and recorder’s responsibilities.

Participants:

* Deduct, study and analyze the scenarios, situation, mission, and tasks; consider

possible COAs and merits

* Be part of the discussion without judging other participant’s input

* Be a good listener, do not interrupt (senior leaders let subordinates give input)
* Help in providing key points to recorder

» Generate possible criteria for analysis that focus on UN operations

* Provide consideration to be looked at in support of an UN peacekeeping

operation vice your own national military operation standards

* Help in the discussion as they relate to SOPs, SOFA/SOMA, ROE, Human Rights

and Humanitarian Law and host nation law

* As an experienced peacekeeper help bring out or share knowledge and

lessons learned

Possible Timeline model (modify as required):

Step 1 Orientation
10 min Purpose/Method/Process
10 min Situation and Scenario Orientation

20 min Participants read / study Scenario and Tasks



(Recommend Facilitators hand out a fact sheets / summary of CARANA and a

copy of the Situation)

Step 2TTX 1

30 min Course of Action (COA) development (2 break-out groups)
20 min Present COA (10 min each group)

20 min Pick one COA do analysis / discussion with specified criteria (record key

points butcher board)

10 min + Insert inject for discussion; 10 min for each inject (record key points
butcher board)

5 min Have every member write down their own ideas reference key points

affecting the Unit in UN operations
15 min Summary and lessons learned (go over key points using criteria)

Step 3 TTX 2 (facilitator deems necessary / time permitting)
30-60 min Additional injects with different scenarios or new tasks separate COA
Step 4 TTX /2

10 min After Action Review and conclusion of lessons learned and reinforce

during the TTX

The TTX will be based on the hypothetical “CARANA" UN peacekeeping
scenario. The CARANA Scenario recreates the operational macro variables,
which consist of political, social, economic, and security forces information,
infrastructure, physical environment and climate. It also includes the UN
deployment, plans and the legal framework, UN involvement, UN Mandate,
conflict, actors, and factions.



TTX #1

Situation — 1

Situation

1. You are the Commander / staff of a United Nations Medium Ufility
Helicopter Unit and you receive the following situation. On 16 November at
1000 hours, a UN convoy comprising of 10 frucks was moving from Galasi to
Akkabar was ambushed at 1230 hours in the vicinity of Akkabar. In the ensuing
gun battle between UN froops and armed groups and a UN Military Observer
and Police Officer were seriously injured with gunshot wounds to the chest and
arm respectively. The injured were provided first aid freatment at Galasiin a
Level 1 Hospital. The Military Observer is in critical condition and requires further

evacuation.

ROADS AND LINES OF COMMUNICATION




2. Locations
a. Force HQ - Galasi.
b. Sector HQ — Maroni.
C. Level 2 & 3 Hospital — Galasi.

d. Air fields are available in the under mentioned locations. Prepared
HLS are available in the Sector at various super camp location

(Standard facilities are available along with sufficient fuel quantity).

Airport Paved Runway length | Paved Instrument Loading
Runway Apron Approach Equipment
(Sgm) System
Galasi Yes 3,200 m 40,000 Yes Yes
Corma Yes 2,700 m 10,000 Yes Yes
Alur Yes 1,500 m - No No
Folsa Yes 1,200 m - No No
Amsan Yes 1,200 m - No No
Mia No 1,100 m - No No

3. Distances. Refer to area map. (Refs - UNAC CONOP - Feb 2016)



ROADSAND LINES OF COMMUNICATION

Capabilities

a. Assets: 3x MI-17.

b. Lift Capacity: MI-17 =20 x Troops & 6 x Lying Casualties.
C. Endurance: MI-17 —2.30 hours.

d. Armaments: MI-17 — 2 x PKM guns (self-protection only).

e. Threats: No significant ground to air threat from hostile elements.
f. Logistic Support: Sufficient fuel placed at all air fields.
Q. Airfields: Galasi has night landing facilities and an instrument

landing system.

Capabilities. The helicopter unit can operate day / night.



6. Current Activities. The patient has been given first aid tfreatment and

requires further evacuation from Akkabar to Galasi level 3 Hospital.

7. Task: The JOC has requested the SO Medical Evacuation of the patient

from Akkabar to Galasi by Helicopter as soon as possible.
8. Host Nation Security Forces. Friendly.
9. Weather
(1) Visibility: 5 Kilometers.
(2)  Wind Speed and direction: 8 Knots SE.
(3)  Timings
(a)  First Light — 0400 hours.
(b)  Last Light — 1830 hours.

(4)  Moon: 2nd Quarter.
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(5)  Moon llumination: 100%.

(6)  Moon Rise and Set: 1906 Hrs and 0510 Hours.

Evacuate 1 x patient along with 3 x aero medical staff personnel from Akkabar
to Galasi, as soon as possible, and not later than 1700 Hours. Necessary Military
clearances will be obtained from local Military Intelligence by Joint Operations
Center (Staff Officer Air Ops).

e Deduct and analyze the Mission and consider possible courses of action
(COA) and the merits of two COAs

e Organize the forces

e Provide security and transport of personnel

e Support your operations

e What considerations should be looked at in support of an UN peacekeeping
operation vice your own national military operation standards?

e Are there adjustments to be made and if so explain how to promote and
protect the legal framework for UN peacekeeping operations?

e Consider and discuss SOPs, SOFA / SOMA, ROE, Human Rights and
Humanitarian Law, other relevant international legal statutes and host nation

law



Changes to the original situation (Items for discussion):

1) You are the Commanding Officer / Operations Officer you receive
information on the radio that the helicopter which took off on time for the
CASEVAC mission is how returning back after flying for 15 minutes. What possible
actions should you as a Commanding Officer / Operations Officer undertake?2
Who will you first contact to resolve the issue at hand?

2) Half an hour intfo the mission you receive information that there is a weather
system which is developing 60 NM from the destination. What would you do?



TTX #2

1. Situation in CARANA is tense due to the recent infiltration and attacks by
armed groups from the rebel controlled area in Sector 2 & 3. The two deployed
brigades of UN forces; Brigade 1 and Brigade 2 respectively in Sector 2 & 3 have
been tasked to stabilize the situation by increased patrolling and cordon &
search operations in their respective areas of responsibilities. As part of ongoing
operations in Sector 3, Brigade 2 is planning a large scale cordon & search
operation in the South & South Western region of CARANA with an infantry
battalion, and a company requiring air lift as a quick response in the
inaccessible location of a forested area. In addition, the operation may require

an air armed escort during the cordon & search operation.

2. Locations
a. Brigade HQ — Muka.
b. Alr fields — Amsan, Folsa, Mia and Corma.
C. Logistic support bases — Corma, Maldosa.
3. Distances. Refer to CARANA map. (Refs - UNAC CONOP - Feb 2016)
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Capabilities
a. Assets: 3x MI-17 & 2 x MI-35.
b Lift Capacity: MI-17 = 20 x Troops & MI-35 — 6 x Troops.
C. Endurance: MI-17 —2.30 hours & MI-35 — 2 hours.
d Armaments:
(1) MI-17 =2 x PKM guns (self-protection only)
(2)  MI-=35-1200 x Cannon, 24 x Rockefts, 8 x Missiles

e. Threats: No significant ground to air threat from hostile elements less
use of small arms.

f. Logistic Support: Sufficient fuel and ammunition at all air fields are
available. Replenishment if required; shall be provided through the
Logistic bases utilizing the UN transport unit.

Current Activities
a. Military

(1) 1 x infantry battalion has stabilized the western flank of forest
region.

(2) A 2rdinfantry battalion is in the process of advancing from
Corma to forest region.

(3)  Surveillance being conducted by LUH unit.



(4)  Troops to be airlifted on the PZs to be mutually decided by
infantry and aviation unit commanders by last light today.

(5)  No maijor resistance faced by ground troops.

b. Mission components
(1) Intelligence confirms presence of armed rebels in the forest
region.

(2)  Humanitarian elements under UN mission and NGOs are
operating in same vicinity.

(3) DDRR activities in the area have been temporarily
suspended.

6. Host Nation Security Forces

a. Host Nation CDF troops supporting the Northern flank have
provided a battalion to support the 2nd infantry battalion.

b. Sufficient tfroops provided by Host country for supporting loading /
unloading operations in case of air lift requirements.

7. Armed Group. Movement Patriotique de CARANA (MPC) is operating
against rebels in the forest region and is generally friendly towards UN forces.

REBELHELD AREAS




8. Civilian Population is friendly towards UN troops and are willing to support
operations of 1st infantry brigade with information and navigation assistance.

9. Timings
a. First Light — 0400 hours.

b. Last Light — 1830 hours.
C. Ground operation commencement — first light D- day.
d. Airlift commencement — first light D+1 (till last light only).
e. Completion of ground Operation — first light D+2.
Note: Alr lift not possible at night
10.  Weather
a. Generally clear with mild to moderate winds (5-10 knots).
b. No weather warning.

11. MUH unit; Air lift 180 troops from the 2nd infantry battalion from Corma to Mia
to their area of operations at first light D+1 and be prepared to provide aviation
support for CASEVAC.

12. AH unit; provide close air support to the 2nd infantry battalion in their area of

responsibility for cordon & search operations from first light D+1 to First light D+2.

13.  As the Commander / staff of a United Nations Medium Utility and Armed
Helicopter Units you are required to analyze the situation and develop courses
of action using your military problem solving methodology from your respective
country. After a thorough analysis of the factors that should include the

political environment, associated risks and the efficient accomplisnment of your



assigned mission, selected a course of action. Be prepared for possible

contfingencies during the planning and execution stage of the operation.

e Analyze the Situation and Missions; deducing specific tasks for the
Commanding Officer, Operations Officer, Flight Commanders, Pilots in

Command, Flight Safety Officer and Logistics Officer
e Select the best COA by analyzing various COAs available for

accomplishment of specifically assigned tasks considering their merits and

demerits
e Address how you will organize the pickup operation at PZ

e Address how you plan the formations for the induction and de-induction

phases
e Address coordinating arrangements between AHU (TCC 1) and MUH (TCC 2)
e Ensure security at the DZ
e Address logistic arrangements required to support the operations
e Address ROEs to be issued to your Attack helicopters

e Possible recovery plan for an unserviceable / crashed / forced landed

helicopter
e Communications / identification arrangements for preventing fratricide
e Your instructions for carriage of distressed civilians from the target area

e Arrangements for a S&R



e Each group presents the overall plan

e Group discussion to validate each other’s planning methodology

Change in the situation:

You are the Commanding Officer / Operations Officer / Flight Safety
Officer you receive information on Motorola set that the helicopters which were
to take off on time for the mission could not be refuelled. What possible actions
should you as a Commanding Officer / Operations Officer / Flight Safety
undertake? Who will you first contact to resolve the issue?



TTX #3
Situation - 3

Situation

1. You are the Commander / staff of a United Nations Light Aerial
Reconnaissance Unit (Fixed Wing) and you receive the following situation.

Along the sea lines of communication (SLOCS) being shared by CARANA and
the neighboring country of SUMORA is tense due to recent attacks on CARANA
commercial vessels. The Air operations wing of UN Force has been tasked to
conduct aerial patrolling and reconnaissance operations along the SLOCS and
shorelines of CARANA. As part of ongoing operations, the air operations wing is
planning a large scale aerial reconnaissance of the SLOCS in the northern sea to

locate any potential threats to international shipping vessels.
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2. Locations

a. Air Wing HQ - Galasi. (Refer to CARANA Map)
b. Air fields
Airport Paved | Runway length| Paved Instrument Approach | Loading Equipment
Runway Apron System
(Sgm)
Galasi Yes 3,200 m 40,000 Yes Yes
Corma Yes 2,700 m 10,000 Yes Yes
Alur Yes 1,500 m - No No
Folsa Yes 1,200 m - No No
Amsan Yes 1,200 m - No No
Mia No 1,100 m - No No
C. Logistic support — Galasi, Maldosa, Corma.
3. Distances. Worked out from CARANA Map with the Muka as base of

operation and area of south / south west of Sector 3 assumed area of
operation. (Refs - UNAC CONORP - Feb 2016)
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4, Capabilities
Q. Assets: 3 x DA -42 & 2 x B-200 aircrafts.
b. Endurance: DA-42 — 4.30 hours & B-200- 5 hours.
d. Payload: DA - 42— FLIR (Forward looking infra-red RADAR)
B-200 — Digital imagery and electro optical scanners.
e. Threats: No significant ground to air threats.
f. Logistic Support:  Sufficient fuel and technical support
5. Current Activities
a. Military
(1) 1x Naval ship is patrolling the western flank of search area 10
Nautical Miles north east of Galasi.
(2)  2x Naval vessels from the coast guards are advancing from
Galasi port to the search area.
(3)  Surveillance being conducted by Naval air unit.
(4)  Search to commence by last light today.
(5) No maijor resistance faced by naval search vessels in the area
of operations.
b. Mission components:
(1) Intelligence has confirmed presence of armed pirates in the
search area.
(2)  UN coast guard elements operating in the area of operations.
6. Host Nation Security Forces
a. CARANA Navy supporting the Northern flank have provided a Patrol
boat to support UN search operations.
b. Sufficient aircraft / attack boats made available for supporting
search operations in case of backup / engagement requirements.
7. Hostile Groups. Refer to CARANA Technical Assessment Mission Report of
20 aprlé.
a. Movement Patriotique de CARANA (MPC). The MPC has a total

strength of around 10,000 fighters. The MPC is structured into groups



8.

9.

of 700 men; each led by a field commander and has a local
network of supporters. As a result of the broad public support for the
rebels, and the dissatisfaction with the government, the new role of
the MPC is well accepted by the population in the west.

Combattants Indépendants du Sud CARANA (CISC). The CISC is
an unstructured formation of rebels of diverging backgrounds,
whose total strength is estimated to be around 2,000 fighters. It has
a weak command and control structure and discipline and internal
cohesion is low, as is the standard of training. Some members are
deserters from the CDF, while others are from the civil war in Rimosa.
The movement has been successful in recruiting young men from
the local population, due to its military successes and reaction
against the brutality of the government’s counter-insurgency
campaign, which indiscriminately targeted Tatsis in the Southern
region.

REBELHELD AREAS

Civilian Population. Is friendly towards UN froops and are willingly to
support operations with information.

Timings

a.

b.

First Light — 0400 hours.
Last Light — 1830 hours.



C. Naval operation commencement - first light D - 1 day.
d. Air reconnaissance commencement — first light D day.
e. Completion of Naval Operation — first light D+2.

Note: Air search not possible at night. However limited CAP is
available for night D/D+1/D+2.

10. Weather
a. Generally clear with mild to moderate winds (5-10 knots).
b. No weather warning.

11.  The United Nations LAR unit conducts an aerial reconnaissance of the
search area for 72 hours commencing at first light D day. The unit will operate
from Galasi and maintain communication with UN units / vessels in the area of

operations.

e Deduct and analyze the Mission and consider possible courses of action
(COA) and merits of a few COAs

e Organize the forces

e Provide security and fransport of personnel

e Support your operations

e What considerations should be looked at in support of an UN
peacekeeping operation vice your own national military operation
standards? Are there adjustments to be made? Explain how to promote

and protect the legal framework for UN peacekeeping operationse



e You might consider and discuss SOPs, SOFA / SOMA, ROE, POC, Human
Rights and Humanitarian Law, other relevant international legal statutes

and host nation law



TTX #4

1. You are the Commander / staff of a United Nations Light & Medium Utility,
Armed Hel and Light Aerial Reconnaissance Unit and you receive the following
situation. Decades of civil war and tribal feuds have left thousands dead and
millions displaced. An UN mission and peacekeeping/ enforcement force has
been established. Peacekeeping practices by UN troops soon won the hearts
and minds of local populace and the mission has shown success. However,
lately a Sureen Military Camp in the vicinity of three major Lines of
Communications leading to the heartland has been disrupted and blocked. All
routes leading to and from the area are conftrolled by the armed rebels groups.
1 Infantry unit of the 2d Brigade of UN forces is currently occupying the camp
and tasked to secure and protect the cross roads and Camp. The unit is
critically low on ammunition and supplies because of the round the clock muilti-
directional attacks on the Camp. The unit urgently requires quick replenishment

of critical supplies and troops reinforcements for sustained operations.

2. Locations

a. Sector HQ - Faron.

b. Air fields
Airport Paved Runway length | Paved Instrument Approac| Loading

Runway Apron System Equipment
(Sgm)

Galasi Yes 3,200 m 40,000 Yes Yes
Corma Yes 2,700 m 10,000 Yes Yes
Alur Yes 1,500 m - No No
Folsa Yes 1,200 m - No No
Amsan Yes 1,200 m - No No
Mia No 1,100 m - No No




C. Logistic support — Faron and Galasi.

3. Distances. May be worked out from the map of CARANA. (Refs - UNAC
CONORP - Feb 2014)
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4, Capabilities
a. Assets
(1)  Rotary Wing: 3 x MI-17 & 2 x MI-35.
(2)  Fixed wing: 3 x DA -42 aircrafts.
Lift Capacity: MI-17 = 20 x Troops & MI-35 — 6 x Troops.
Endurance
(1) MI-17 =2.30 hours & MI-35 — 2 hours.
(2) DA-42-4.30 hours & B-200- 5 hours.
d. Armaments
(1) MI-17 =2 x PKM guns (self-protection only).
(2)  MI-35-1200 x Cannon, 24 x Rockets, 8 x Missiles.
e. Payload: DA - 42— FLIR (Forward looking infra-red RADAR)

f. Threats: No significant ground to air threat from hostile elements.



g.

Logistic Support: Sufficient fuel and ammunition placed at various
air fields and HLS.

5. Current Activities
a. Military
(1) 1x infantry battalion in Alur has already stabilized the western
approach leading to the forest region of the Camp.
(2)  2ndinfantry battalion in process of advancing from Faron to
Sureen.
(3)  Surveillance being conducted by LUH unit while armed escort
to be provided by LAR unit.
(4)  Troops/Rations and Ammunition/ Fuel are required to be
airlifted at last light today.
(5) Resistance is likely.
b. Mission components
(1)  Intelligence has confirmed presence of armed rebels on the
eastern, western and southern approaches.
(2)  DDRR activities in the area have been temporarily
suspended.
6. Host Nation Security Forces
a. Host National troops supporting the Northern flank have provided a
battalion to support the 2nd infantry battalion.
b. Sufficient troops provided by Host Nation country for supporting
loading / unloading operations in case of air lift requirements.
C. Intelligence and diversionary activity will be provided on request by

the ground forces.

7. Armed Groups

a.

Movement Patriotique de CARANA (MPC). The MPC has a total
strength of around 10,000 fighters. The MPC is structured into groups
of 700 men; each led by a field commander and has a local
network of supporters.As a result of the broad public support for the
rebels, and the dissatisfaction with the government, the new role of
the MPC is well accepted by the population in the west.

Combattants Indépendants du Sud CARANA (CISC). The CISC is
an unstructured formation of rebels of diverging backgrounds,



10.

whose total strength is estimated to be around 2,000 fighters. It has
a weak command and control structure and discipline and internall
cohesion is low, as is the standard of training. Some members are
deserters from the CDF, while others are from the civil war in Rimosa.
The movement has been successful in recruiting young men from
the local population, due to its military successes and reaction
against the brutality of the government’s counter-insurgency
campaign, which indiscriminately targeted Tatsis in the Southern
region.

REBELHELD AREAS

(Map-Rebel Held Areaq)

Civilian Population. Is friendly towards UN troops and willing to support
operations by UN troops with information.

Timings
a. First Light — 0535 hours.
b. Last Light — 1830 hours.
C. Operation commences:-
(1) Ground Operation. First Light D-day to cover all approaches
namely Eastern, Western and Southern approaches.
(2)  Air Operations commences on successful deployment of
troops on the approaches D+1 (fill last light only).
Weather



a. The climate is tropical, with abundant rainfall and weather
development is sudden and abrupt.

b. Temperature. Ranges from 21°c (70°f) to 34°c (93°f).

Visibility / Winds. Generally clear with mild to moderate winds (5-10
knots).

11.  The LUH Unit conducts pre operation aerial reconnaissance for the
selection of air routes and is the Air Battle Captain during the conduct of

operation.
a. The MUH Unit conducts Air lift operations:

(1) 100 troops of 2nd infantry battalion at first light on D+1 on

orders.
(2) 15,000 rounds of Small Arms Ammunition on D+1.
(3) 25 barrels of petrol on D+1.
(4) 5000 Kg of Ration.

b. Be prepared to airlift the quick reaction force to provide security to

downed helicopters.

C. Provide CASEVAC assistance.

e Deduct and analyze the Mission and consider possible courses of action
(COA) and merits of a few COAs

e Organize the forces



Provide security and transport of personnel

Support your operations

What considerations should be looked at in support of an UN
peacekeeping operation vice your own national military operation
standards? Are there adjustments to be made and if so explain how to
promote and protect the legal framework for UN peacekeeping
operations

You might consider and discuss SOPs, POC, SOFA/SOMA, ROE, Human
Rights and Humanitarian Law, other relevant international legal statutes

and host nation law

During the first phase of pick up operations, one of the three MI-17
helicopters develops a technical problem and down for 3-4 hours¢ How
will you ensure continuity in your operation?2

The first formation of helicopters is 5 minutes away from the DZ, the ground
troops relay that the DZ is compromised due hostile fire. What shall be your
actions as Commanding Officer / Flight commander / Operations Officer?
The aerial drop is complete. An urgent message for a CASEVAC away
from the PZ / DZ. Plan this mission and the precautionary measures.

On D+2, you are ready for the de-induction phase, your operations officer
informs you that the host country is not clearing the planned departure
from air field. How will you handle the situation as Commanding Officer
and what all steps do you take to resolve the issue2 Who do you ask for

assistance?¢



