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Module 3 Content 

• Rotary wing (RW) unit employment 

• Fixed wing (FW) unit employment 

• Planning considerations 

• MAU organizations  

• Command and control  
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Employment Concept  UN 

Military Aviation Units 

(MAU) Lesson 3.1 
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LESSON 3.1 LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Explain role, mission and tasks of MAU 

• Understand types of support provided by RW 
AVN units 

• Comprehend planning parameters / 
considerations of various missions / operations  
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Lesson 3.1 Content 

• Role, mission, capabilities and tasks of rotary 
wing (RW) AVN units 

• Types of AVN support provided by RW AVN 
units 

• Planning parameters / considerations of 
various missions / operations  
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Command and Control  

FC 

UN MILITARY 
AVIATION ASSETS 

OP CON TACON 

DESIGNATED 
COMMANDER 
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Command and Control  

        DIRECTOR OR CHIEF OF  
MISSION SUPPORT 

(DMS/CMS) 

UN Tasking Authority 

 Military Aviation 
Assets 
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Command and Control  

• Chief of Service Delivery (CSD) reports to  
Director or Chief of Mission Support (DMS/CMS) 

• CSD manages logistics personnel and enabling 
units, including Mil AVN 

• Mission aviation priorities determined by SRSG/ 
HOM and advised by senior executive team  
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Planning Considerations for Air 

Ops  

• Type and duration of mission 

• Type of terrain 

• Number of passengers 

• Details and nature of load to be carried 

• Tactical situation 

• Pick-Up and Landing Zones/airstrips 

• Nature of urgency 
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Planning Considerations    

• Crew proficiency 

• Helicopter/ aircraft capabilities 

• Risk assessment/ safety 

• Ground support facilities 

• Fuel  

• Ammunition 

• Specialized equipment  for specialized 
operations 

• Weather conditions 
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• Delineate tasks for airfield and forward 
operating base security 

• Airfield security tasked to a unit 

• Define command and control arrangements 

Planning Considerations  
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UN AVN  

AVIATION 
UNITS 

ROTARY 
WING UNITS 

FIXED WING 
UNITS 
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RW AVN Employment 

• Reconnaissance and surveillance 

• Armed reconnaissance 

• Passenger transportation 

• Cargo transportation 

• Air assault/ quick reaction ops 

• Close Air Support  

• Aerial patrol 

• CASEVAC/MEDEVAC 
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RW AVN Employment  

• Search and rescue ops 

• VIP transportation 

• HLS reconnaissance ops  

• JO 
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Reconnaissance and 

Surveillance  

•  The collection of information  

•  Visual 

•  Photographic 

•  Infrared  

•  Electronic  
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Reconnaissance and 

Surveillance   

• Surveillance is the systematic 
observation of airspace, surface areas 
by visual, electronic, photographic or 
other means 

• It is observation of a given area for 
patterns of activity, as opposed to 
focused scouting or reconnaissance 
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• Mission and commander’s intent  

• Effects to be created 

• Command and control  

• Helicopter capabilities 

• Crew capabilities and qualifications  

• Terrain 

• Obstacles 

• Weather  

Planning Reconnaissance and 

Surveillance  
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• Aeronautical information 

• Minimum safe altitude 

• Security situation / threat analysis 

• Clearance from host nation 

• Adequate support planning 

• Flight plan filing  

• ROE 

Planning Reconnaissance and 

Surveillance  

18 



• Authorized under mandate, approved by UN 
authorities 

• Prepared for force, mainly self-defense by 
attacking hostile armed elements  

• General areas, rather than attacking pre-
designated targets 

• Often involves engaging hostile elements who 
threaten civilian populations  

 

Armed Reconnaissance 
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• Command and control 

• Helicopter capabilities 

• Crew capabilities and qualifications  

• Terrain 

• Obstacles  

• Weather  

 

Planning Armed Reconnaissance  
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• Aeronautical information 

• Minimum safe altitude 

• Security situation / threat analysis 

• Ammunition  

• Logistical support 

• Number of helicopters 

• Host nation clearance 

• Flight plan filing 

• Rules of engagement (ROE) 

 

 

Planning Armed Reconnaissance  
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Helicopter Landing Site(HLS) 

Reconnaissance Ops  

• Inspect, select and land on an unfamiliar 
landing site 

• Other than knowing coordinates, other 
aspects of the landing site might not be 
known 
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Planning HLS Reconnaissance 

Ops  

• Helicopter capabilities 

• Condition of underground materials 

• Crew capabilities / training standards 

• Security clearances from UN and host country 

• Area of operations 

• Mine / IED (improvised explosive device) 
clearance  
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Planning HLS Reconnaissance Ops  

• GPS coordinates, elevation and weather 

• Aeronautical information  

• Presence of natural obstacles in area 

• Force SOPs  

• Logistics support  

• Filing of flight plan per UN and host country  
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• UN air movement of passengers from 
one location to another  

• Military aircraft operating under a Letter 
of Assist (LOA) that meet TCC and UN 
standards for military aviation operations 

• Comply with terms and conditions of LOA  

Passenger Transportation 
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• Helicopter capabilities 

• Crew capabilities and qualifications 

• Command and control 

• Terrain and safety altitude 

• Weather  

• Aeronautical information  

• Security situation  

• Support for primary and alternate destinations 

• Flight plan filing, clearance per UN / host nation  

 

 

Planning Passenger Transportation 
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• Carrying or moving of cargo within 
mission by UN utility helicopters 

• Cargo can be loaded inside or outside 
cargo compartment using a sling 

• Military aircraft operating under LOA that 
meet TCC and UN standards for military 
aviation ops 

 

Cargo Transportation 
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• Loading, cargo packing list, manifest 

• Helicopter capabilities 

• Crew capabilities / training standards 

• Specialized equipment requirements 

• Weather  

• Aeronautical information 
 

Planning Cargo Transportation 
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• Weight and volume limits 

• Type of cargo 

• Terrain and safety altitude 

• Host nation clearance 

• Primary / alternate destination support 

• Flight plan per UN / host nation rules 

 

Planning Cargo Transportation 
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Air Assault / Quick Reaction 

Ops 

• Movement of UN military forces by UN RW 
AVN 

• Protect vulnerable groups, support 
legitimate forces, secure areas and directly 
engage hostile forces 
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Planning Air Assault / Quick 

Reaction Ops 

• Helicopter capabilities 

• Crew capabilities and training standards 

• Briefings / coordination on techniques and 
tactics  

• Coordination between types of helicopters 
(utility and combat) 

• Area of operations 

• Security situation / threat analysis 
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Planning Air Assault / Quick 

Reaction Ops 

• Weather conditions  

• Aeronautical information  

• Terrain, obstacles and safety altitude 

• Host nation clearance 

• Logistics planning 

• Air assault techniques and training 

• ROE 
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Close Air Support  

• Action by armed helicopters against 
hostile targets close to UN forces 

• Requires detailed fire and maneuver 
coordination with UN forces  

• Comply with mandate, ROE and 
concept of operations 
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Planning Close Air Support  

• Helicopter capabilities 

• Crew capabilities and training standards 

• Area of operations 

• Security situation and threat analysis 

• Terrain / obstacles and safety altitude 

• Weather  
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Planning Close Air Support  

• Aeronautical information  

• Coordination measures 

• Ammunition 

• Measures to avoid collateral damage 

• Host nation clearance 

• Support and logistics  

• ROE 

• Battlefield air interdiction 
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Aerial Patrols 

• RW AVN patrols over objective, critical area, 
or other UN area of responsibility 

• Observe and gather early warning 
information 
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Planning Aerial Patrols 

• Helicopter capabilities 

• Crew capabilities and training  

• Terrain, obstacles and safety altitude 

• Weather  

• Aeronautical information  

• Security situation / threat analysis 

• Host nation clearance 

• Support / logistics 
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CASEVAC 

• Emergency transportation of injured or sick to 
initial or medical treatment facilities 

• Condition life-threatening, rapid evacuation of 
casualties vital 

• Early evacuation offers high probability of 
saving life and limb 
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CASEVAC Planning 

• Alert matrix 

• Command and control 

• Operating hours / maintenance  

• Civil aviation in area 

• Medical teams 

• Threats / security  
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CASEVAC Planning 

• Landing and Pick-up zones (LZ/PZ) 

–  Proximity to medical treatment 

–  Sufficient distance 

–  Downwind from the aid station 

• Marking 

• Communications 

• Capacity 

• Obstacles 
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CASEVAC Planning 

• Flexibility 

• Security situation / security at pick-up  

• Forecast casualty rate 

• Capabilities of evacuation teams 

• Capabilities of RW AVN, payloads, 
ranges 

• Support planning 
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Medical Evacuation  

(MEDEVAC)    

• Movement, transport of wounded, injured 
or ill persons 

• In route care provided by medical 
personnel 
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MEDEVAC Planning   

• Helicopter capabilities 

• Crew capabilities and training  

• Availability of trained aero-medic crews 

• Weather conditions, terrain and safety altitude 

• Aeronautical information 

• Support and medical supplies 

• Medical risk assessment to ensure patient’s 
condition acceptable safety standards 

• Medical treatment facilities notified  
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Search and Rescue Ops 

• Locate, communicate, recover personnel  

• Isolated, hostile or denied areas 

• Specialized operation by rescue forces to 
affect recovery of distressed personnel 

• Technical and specially trained personnel 
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Planning Search and Rescue 

Ops 

• Helicopter capabilities 

• Crew capabilities and training standards 

• Area of operations and nature of terrain  

• Search patterns / techniques 

• Security / threat analysis 

• Weather, obstacles and safety altitude 

• Aeronautical information  

• Support and logistics 
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VIP Transportation 
• Movement of VIP / dignitaries  

• VIPs include; 

• Special Representative of the Secretary-General   
(SRSG) 

• Deputy SRSG 

• Director or Chief of  Mission Support (DMS or CMS) 

• Force Commander (FC) / Deputy FC 

• National heads of state / government 

46 



Planning VIP Transportation 

• Helicopter capabilities 

• Crew capabilities and training standards 

• Flight planning 

• General security situation / threat analysis 

• Weather conditions, obstacles and safety 
altitude 

• Aeronautical information  

• Host nation clearance 

• Authorization 

• Logistics support  
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Joint Ops (JO) 

• Integrated military activities of two or 
more UN components, such as; ground, 
aviation, marine and police forces 
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JO Planning 

• Helicopter capabilities 

• Crew capabilities and training standards 

• Command and control of operation 

• Logistics support; ammunition,  fuel 

• Area of operations, nature of terrain, 
obstacles and safety altitudes 
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JO Planning 

• Security situation / threat analysis 

• Weather  

• Aeronautical information  

• Coordination for communications 

• Coordination / measures to avoid fratricide 

• Measures avoid / minimize collateral damage 

• Clearances from UN and host nation 

• ROE; CONOPS 
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Take Away Lesson 3.1 

• Clarity on Command  and Control  

• Essential planning considerations for air 
operations  

• Comprehension of the employment and types 
of operations for RW AVN  
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Questions 
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